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EUROPANET Association 

EUROPANET Association is an NGO based in Iasi, organizing activities in the fields of educa-
tion, management, entrepreneurship and European mobility: for children, youth, adults and sen-
iors.  

Since 2008 we develop our local projects as an informal group and we established ourselves as a 
formal organization since 2010.  

We are promoting in all our activities Inter-generational and inter-institutional collaboration for a 
common sustainable Europe.  

Our members, learners, staff, trainers developed connections in Europe by working on interna-
tional projects (East-East/South-East European project types, as developed by Soros Beyond Bor-
ders, AGLT, CSMC Iasi) – and  this collaboration created a precedent and an opportunity for 
building and exchanging knowledge in the European mobility area.  

We are organizing non-formal trainings and informal sessions, we develop new curriculum for our 
workshops and training on technically, artistically, community development, leadership topics. 

Due to the intergenerational mix in our team, we are developing projects in the sphere of social 
art and entrepreneurship.  

We have local projects (After-school into community for children in need), national projects “How 
is to be Peter Pan”- project funded by Soros Open Network), European projects (EVS project in 
which we have 10 European volunteers growing their personal and professional competencies and 
skills in 12 months of stadium) and we have Grundtvig Learning Partnership projects (in one we 
coordinate the project). 

We are aware about the importance of European collaboration and we are developing specific de-
partments in our organization regarding: Social Art, Social Entrepreneurship, LLP projects.  

We are developing all our projects into an inter-institutional approach and an inter-generational 
approach because we do believe that collaboration between people with a different background is 
the key of a real success into community. 

Our projects are aware about giving the full measure in creativity and project work efficiency for a 
European Sustainable Development.  

We are developing different social, cultural, entrepreneurship or educational activities and pro-
jects for an European collaboration in respect and with a special attention to vulnerable social in-
clusive issue.  

We are develop and implement formal and non-formal education programs, workshops for a 
growing communication of our local community and learners with similar from Europe for a sus-
tainable local, regional and European development. 

We are working with vulnerable persons: young adults, elderly people, women, unemployed, stu-
dents and people with special needs, migrants and we believe in the Power of Non-formal. 

We know from our trainings experience that non-formal education give resources for an individ-
ual development, for a better personal and professional growing. 

We promote Non-formal activities. Methods, exercises in all our projects and we are developing 
new methods in Adult Learning New-Formal approach. 
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The Power of Non-formal  
LIFELONG LEARNING PROGRAMME  

GRUNDTVIG INTERNATIONAL Workshop 
22nd June – 28th June 2013,  

Vatra Moldovitei, Suceava County, Romania 

“The Power of Non-formal” Workshop is implemented by EUROPANET Association and financed 
by Grundtving Programme of the EC, DG Education and Culture, Lifelong Learning Pro-
gramme. 
 
The aim of the workshop is to develop adult learners’ skills and competences in using non-formal meth-
ods for growing efficiency and stimulate adult learning process. 
 
“The right exercise, for the right learner in the right moment” is the innovative concept that we 
will develop into this workshop using non-formal methods and theory, performances rehearsals and a com-
munity final performance. 
 
Topics of the Workshop: 
Topic 1: Recognition of non-formal and informal learning 
Topic 2: Strategies for stimulating demand for learning 
Topic 3: Pedagogy and didactics 
 
Main activities / programme of the Workshop: 

• Practicing non-formal exercises; 

• Theory on non-formal exercises; 

• Theory on adult learning process; 

• Performances rehearsals; 

• Performance with community audience (interactive performing). 
 
Expected outputs: 

• Growing competences in Adult Education delivering products (seminars, trainings, courses, work-
shops); 

• Knowledge on non-formal theory and practice for a stimulation of adult learning; 

• Growing awareness on non-formal importance approach for social-inclusion of marginalized people 
(women-victims of domestic violence, unemployed, elderly people, migrants); 

• Growing skills and competences in using non-formal methods” for a bigger efficiency of knowledge 
accumulation. 

 
Because we want to point out “The Power of Non-formal” the participants will experience their knowl-
edge directly with a community impact by perform a community show in Vatra Moldovitei, Suceava County. 

This workshop will be an education experience where all adults have equal access and equal chances for self 
realization, “perform” after a short feeling “the Power of Non-formal”.  

We are developing 2 innovative practices in adult education and their transfer, including from a participat-
ing country to others: 

1. “The right exercise for the right learner for the right time” (based on workshop content, level of learners 
on knowledge content, age, space, time); 

2. “The Rainbow” method of subtitle learning: each day will have another colour as a basic important con-
cept. All seven days of our workshop will take another colour from “ROGVAIV”. All materials, all things will 
be surrounded by one specific colour and in this way the learning concept will be assimilated (subtle level) 
with a day of learning. 
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Bucovina and the Romanian Monasteries 

There is Indeed no other place in the world than Bucovina in Northern Moldavia, where a group of Orthodox 

monasteries with their exterior mural paintings are to be seen. These Painted Monasteries are part of 

UNESCO’s World Heritage for their rarity and beauty.  

Bucovina is among the most attractive and frequented touristic area on Romania’s map. It is not by chance that 

this area, famous today in the whole world, was honored in 1975 with the international “Pomme d’Or” prize, by 

the International Federation of Journalists and Writers of Tourism and the ancient architectural monuments 

with inside and outside frescoes, from this part of the world were appointed by UNESCO in the list of the uni-

versal art monuments.  

Keeper of ancient civilization, where history and legend merge together, Suceava district holds evidences of 
man’s presence from ancient times. The 96 incineration tombs found out at Zvoristea, as well as the archaeo-
logical discoveries in Silistea Scheii, Suceava, Bosanci and Dolhestii Mari, prove that Thracian – Geta 
and Dacian settlements existed there a long time ago. 

The lands of Suceava represented the places where Moldavia became an independent and feudal state in the 

14th century. Locations such as Baia, Siret, Suceava, Radauti still keep edifices (fortresses, church founda-

tions, princely homes) dating the time of the first Moldavian voivods. Other localities, such as Putna, became a 

strong manifestation for Romanian people’s sense for an united nation. To this common sense many important 

persons contributed: Mihai Eminescu, Mihai Slavici, Ciprian Porumbescu and some other young people that 

came here all over Romanian lands. This fact strongly expresses the active role the people from these lands have 

played along the history. 

“Among few people it is found a relatively small region that involves so much beauty, richness of the pre-

sent and memories from the past, so plentiful, so far off and sacred“. – Nicolae Iorga  
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BUCOVINA 

Bucovina is known for its folk costumes, furniture, 

pottery, tapestries and carpets. The craftsmen con-

tinue the traditions handed down from generation 

to generation. Masks, traditional costumes, painted 

eggs, carved wooden objects, embroideries and 

carpets are still part of daily life.  

Woodworking is much appreciated in Bucovina, 

where the material is plentiful. It is used for most 

household objects, as well as building the houses. 

The different parts of the house are decorated with 

carvings, such as the pillars of the veranda or the 

farmyard gate. The dowry includes, apart from the 

trousseau of textiles, also carved wooden cups, 

spoons, barrels, ladles and pots.  

An ancient occupation in the zone is the making of 
pottery. There are two well-known centers of 
workshops, Rădăuţi and Marginea, but also Boroaia 
and Dolheşti are worth a mention. The potters of 
the Magopăţ family in Marginea and those of the 
Colibaba family in Rădăuţi are famous everywhere 
for their skills. 

Bucovina is one of the few regions where the tradi-

tion of painted Easter eggs is still alive. The big-

gest and hardest eggs are turned into real master-

pieces of intricate patterns in green, red, blue, black 

and yellow. In Brodina, Izvoarele Sucevei, Suceviţa, 

Breaza, Moldova Suliţa and Ulma egg painting is one 

of the main occupations of women. 



6  

All Bucovina Monasteries 
The impressive number of churches to be found in Bucovina, Romania, with their fine exterior and interior 

frescoes, have been preserved and handed down from mediaeval times, and because of their uniqueness and 

artistic value, were added to UNESCO’s World Cultural Heritage List in 1993. There is, indeed, no other place 

in the world where such a group of churches, with such high quality exterior frescoes, are to be seen.  

The churches were founded, in most cases, as family burial places of princes and high nobles. Each painter, 

although following the canonical iconographic programme, interpreted the scenes in a slightly different way. 

Using colours like the famous Voronet blue, the green-red of Sucevita, the yellow of Moldovita, the red of Hu-

mor and the green of Arbore, the painters (most of them unknown) described the biblical stories of the earth 

and heaven, scenes from the lives of the Holly Virgin and Jesus Christ, stories of man’s beginnings and of his 

life after death. The scenes were first painted on the interior walls, and then extended to the exterior ones. 

The reasons for such vast scenes were both religious and didactic: to promote Orthodoxy and to educate the 

illiterate.  

Voronet Monastery Moldovita Monastery Sucevita Monastery 

Arbore Church Dragomirna Monastery Putna Monastery 

Humor Monastery Probota Monastery St. John the New Monastery 
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Moldovita Monastery 
Alexander the Kind built the first monastery in MoldoviŃa on the banks of the MoldoviŃa River at the begin-

ning of the 15th century. The exterior paintings are the best preserved of all the churches of Bucovina.  

 

Year Built: 1532 
Built by: Prince Petru Rareş 
Location: Vatra MoldoviŃei, Suceava County 
Summary: The most distinctive feature of the Church of the Annunciation is the open exonarthex with its 
three tall arches on the west façade. 
 
The site chosen was far from other villages, in the middle of the forest. The monastery is mentioned for the 
first time in a document of 1402, and successive other documents tell of new donations. There is no record 
of how, or when, the monastery was destroyed, but possibly an earthquake ruined it at the beginning of the 
16th century. 
 
Only low stone ruins remain of the first church. It was built of rough blocks of stone on a triconch plan, with 
three apses. Originally, it had only a chancel, a naos and a narrow pronaos. When the monastic community 
increased in size, a second, much larger, pronaos was built to the west end of the edifice. As is the case with 
many other monasteries built during the first century of Moldavia’s existence, Moldovita was also re-
founded by Petru Rareş. The new church was built in 1532 in a different location, several hundred metres 
uphill from the river. 
 
Petru Rareş founded the present Church of the Annunciation, as is confirmed by the commemorative in-
scription on the south façade of the church, to the left of the entrance. The church is built on the usual tri-
conch plan of three apses used for all monastic establishments. The church is rather long, as it has, besides 
the obligatory chancel, naos and pronaos, a burial chamber and an exonarthex. A graceful octagonal lantern 
tower with four windows stands above the naos, and a hidden treasury room was built above the burial 
chamber. The open exonarthex with large openings is its most distinctive feature, built on the model of the 
Church of Humor. 
  
The long façades are smooth, except for a row of small niches that surrounds the whole church. The three 
apses are decorated with tall niches that reach almost to the eaves. The four big pronaos windows have 
pointed Gothic arches and stone tracery in the upper part. The other five windows are much smaller, with 
slightly pointed arches and a square frame of crossed rods.  
 
The church was painted in 1537 both inside and outside. The significant stylistic differences between vari-
ous scenes indicate that there must have been several painters at work in MoldoviŃa.  
In 1607 Bishop Efrem of RădăuŃi built the solid precinct wall with three towers. The gate tower and the 
southeast corner tower are square, but the northeast corner tower is round. A vaulted gateway leads 
through the gate tower into the compound. The arch of the gateway is decorated with carved stone rosettes. 
south façade, there are three Military Saints on prancing horses and with either a lance or a sword in hand.  
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Voronet Monastery 

The Church of St. George of the VoroneŃ Monastery is possibly the most famous church of Romania.  

 

Year Built: 1488 

 Built by: Stephen the Great 

 Location: VoroneŃ, Suceava County  

Summary: It is known throughout the world for its exterior frescoes of bright and intense colours, and for 

the hundreds of well-preserved figures placed against the renowned azurite background. The church of Voro-

neŃ that Stephen the Great built included the chancel, the naos with its tower, and the pronaos.  

 

The monastery is located on a riverbank, at the end of the long and narrow village of the same name, near the 

town of Gura Humorului. The age of the monastic site is not known. A legend tells us that Stephen the Great, 

in a moment of crisis during a war against the Turks, came to Daniel the Hermit at his skete in VoroneŃ and 

asked for advice. After he won the battle against the Turks, keeping his promise to the monk, the prince built a 

new church, dedicated to St. George, the bringer of victory in battle. This is the present church that was built 

on the site of an older wooden church, the scanty remains of which have not been dated. The renowned re-

searcher George Balş wrote in the 1920’s that the churches of this period, and in part also those built in the 

following century, were “Byzantine churches built with Gothic hands”. The structure and the interior spatial 

solutions were linked to the Byzantine and south Slavic tradition.  

 

The exterior, with its buttresses and door and window frames were related to Western European High Gothic. 

The influences spread from Transylvania and Poland with craftsmen who were invited especially to build 

churches. 
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Sucevita Monastery 

The church of the Sucevita Monastery was included on the UNESCO Heritage List on 1 August 2010 and is 

the only church that includes a representation of The Ladder of St. John.  

 

Year Built: 1583  

Built by: Ieremia, Simion and Gheorghe Movilă  

Location: Suceviţa, Suceava County. 

Summary: This classic Moldavian church with its five rooms, shows the first new architectural tendencies: 

smaller niches, and three bases for the tower. The frescoes are very remarkable, colourful and well preserved.  

 

Three Movilă brothers built the Church of the Resurrection of Suceviţa around 1583. The church is the only 

painted church that was not founded by a ruling prince, although the Movilăs were descendants of Petru 

Rareş on their mother’s side. Quite soon after the monastery was built Ieremia Movilă became the ruler of 

Moldavia, and his brother Simion reigned in Walachia. The third brother, Gheorghe, who was during that 

period the Bishop of Rădăuţi, rose to become the Metropolitan of Moldavia.  

The church was painted around 1595, nearly half a century after its “sister” churches. It is considered the last 

flowering of the custom of painting the church façades that mark the reigns of Stephen the Great and Petru 

Rareş. Building and painting a church that closely resembled the edifices their ancestors raised decades be-

fore, was a way for the Movilăs to claim to be part of the royal line of Stephen the Great.  
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This material was made by EUROPANET Association in the workshop "The 

Power of Non-Formal", financed by the European Commission through 

LIFELONG LEARNING PROGRAMME GRUNDTVIG. This publication re-

flects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held re-

sponsible for any use which may be made of the information contained 

The Power of Non-formal  
22nd – 28th June 2013  

Vatra Moldovitei  
Suceava County, Romania 

EUROPANET Association 

EUROPANET Association 

No 32 Pantelimon Street, 

5th Floor, 700082, Iasi, Romania 

E-mail: neteuropa@ymail.com 

Web: www.europanet.ro 

www.facebook.com/europanet 


